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A Review of the Researches into the Selective
Attention of People with Autism Spectrum Disorders

YANG Ling ZHANG Yongsheng LV Chao
(Department of Psychology, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, 730070)

Abstract

The word “ autism” was proposed by Kanner in 1943, when he found atiention disorder in those

with autism. Wih the increasing researches into cognitive information processing orientation, researchers tend to

study the attention of these with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) from a domair general perspective. Also, se-

lective attention, an important aspect of attention, becomes a hot issue in the field of ASD. Based on a research

literature review, the article introduces researches into the selective attention of people with ASD, and new re-

search results under the framework of the Perceptual Load Theory. In condusion, the authors make a sunmary of

the researches into the selective attention of those with ASD, and give suggestions on future research under the

new framew ork.
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